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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on October 23, 2006, 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-33 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-33 have been considered but 
are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 27-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter, particularly, an abstract idea. 

The claims, as presently claimed and best understood were reconsidered in light 
of the "Examination Guidelines for Computer-Related Inventions" and were found to be 
non-statutory. Discussion of the analysis of the claims under the guidelines follows. 

Claims 27-33 are implemented as Non-Functional Descriptive Material Per Se. 
"A quotation screen" is considered a non-functional descriptive material. 

Descriptive material can be characterized as either "functional descriptive 
material" or "nonfunctional descriptive material." In this context, "functional descriptive 
material" consists of data structures and computer programs which impart functionality 
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when employed as a computer component. (The definition of "data structure" is "a 
physical or logical relationship among data elements, designed to support specific data 
manipulation functions." The New IEEE Standard Dictionary of Electrical and 
Electronics Terms 308 (5th ed. 1993).) "Nonfunctional descriptive material" includes but 
is not limited to music, literary works, and a compilation or mere arrangement of data. 
Both types of "descriptive material" are nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive 
material per se, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d at 1759. Where certain types of 
descriptive material, such as music, literature, art, photographs and mere arrangements 
or compilations of facts or data, are merely stored so as to be read or outputted by a 
computer without creating any functional interrelationship, either as part of the stored 
data or as part of the computing processes performed by the computer, then such 
descriptive material alone does not impart functionality either to the data as so 
structured, or to the computer. Such "descriptive material" is not a process, machine, 
manufacture or composition of matter. (Data consists of facts, which become 
information when they are seen in context and convey meaning to people. Computers 
process data without any understanding of what that data represents. Computer 
Dictionary 210 (Microsoft Press, 2d ed. 1994).) 

Therefore, claims 27-33 are non-statutory, because they are directed solely to 
Non-Functional Descriptive Material PerSe. 



6. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
claims recited "Single means". See In re Hyatt, 708 F.2d 712, 714-715, 218 USPQ 195, 
197 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (A single means claim which covered every conceivable means for 
achieving the stated purpose was held nonenabling for the scope of the claim because 
the specification disclosed at most only those means known to the inventor.). When 
claims depend on a recited property, a fact situation comparable to Hyatt is possible, 
where the claim covers every conceivable structure (means) for achieving the stated 
property (result) while the specification discloses at most only those known to the 
inventor. In this case, the claims recite "a computer executing process", "a computer" is 
considered as a single means. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-10 and 19-26 are allowed over the prior arts cited record. 

Conclusion 

9. Claims 1-18 and 27-33 are rejected. 
Claims1-10and1 9-26 are allowed . 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard E. Chilcot can be reached on (571 ) 272-6777. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

1 1 . Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 



Or faxed to: 



or 



(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 



(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 



NGA NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



January 5, 2007 



